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1L Name
historic quask:._ Park and-Fieldhouse
.ﬂl"-‘ﬂﬂf common o - a o : . N T

2. Lo’cation

street &: number 1&19 Weat Blac g_llgwk Street .

clty, town Chicago ..._\ric!nltyof "‘"\“"_
state | Illinofs = . o 012 T county
3 e-ias;‘mﬁca'tlen NN o
Category 'Gﬁi_lfenh'lp: ' Status. PresentUse ° i
—distriet  _X public ' X_occupied - T e agriculture " ___ museum - .
—--- bullding(s) ____ private ' —— unoccupled . .. ..._..commorcI&I - X.. park R,
—& structure  ___both . ' — work in'| pnoqms . i vdncationel ,._.._pthrmrasldom
—X gite .. . Public Acquisition Agcessible - . ___entertatnm“‘t-ﬁ, e Peligious
' .__ob]ect LU in process - o .__yes.restrlchd . —— government . scientifle __._ .. ...
i o L being considered ~X_yos:unrestricted . __industrial ~ "y transportation :
g : NIA —n0 . military : _Mhorxecreatfﬁn. .
G S o
Owner ef Property SR T AN
‘name Ci::y of Chicdgg Park D:I.strict: R s . A L
stmt&number 320 North Clark Street L o,
city, lown _ Chicago o . __.vicinityef. itatn Illinois ww- ' P
5. Locatmn of I.egal Descnp’hoﬁ L
courthause, reglstry of deads, etc. Cook County COurthouse ) -7 - "
- * R A T e e
street & number . . Ty ' ’ :
clytown ——Chicago- - " | ostale gyl
6. Representatwn n Exlstmg Surveys
titte Inventory of Historic Structures has this propeny been determined eleglble? X_yes ' no
in Chicago-—West Town S mm!
date 1972 : ____federal Lmte _ceunty — local

depository m.umwma, Illinois Depart:meut of Consemtzen

| clty, town Springf;!_.eld‘, sta_te. ."Illi;l'wil'_ )




* 7. Pescription_

“ondition - Check one chockomo
—excellet __ deferiorated ___ unaltered X originat site

- X good o sulns .. X aitered - ___moved date
—hair . —— unexposed

. Describe the present and original {if Itnown} physical appearance

; The Pulaski Park fieldhouse, constructed 1n 1912, is a rectangular tudor revival brick
masonry structure with iwo symmetrical projections on the South. It occupies a 3.8

?-. acre site bounded on the_north_by Blackhawk street; on the south by Potomac Avenue;
" on the east: by Noble Street and on the west by Cleaver Street. The exterior facade

is broken up by dormer windows, tudor arched windows and ribbon windows, projecting
bays and wooden tudor ormamentation. The roof is a complex ateep gable with flared
eaves originally covered with tile, now shingle.

The'principle entrance is at the asymatric nnrth facade, the focal point of which is
a three story tower. The: south facade with its projecting wings emhraces and encloses
‘the park. The first floor on this facade conaists of a loggia, ‘above which are
second story tudor windows o

’ R LT R P Y PR .--,;'- BT t;f’{ e niets ol
In plau, the building consists of a 50" x 71' asseubly room with a20' x 32'5" atage
with a high arched ceiling; 2 gymnasfiums each 42! x 77' with balconiea providing -
separate facilities for both men and women; & library; and shower/locker facilities.
In addition, the ‘second floor has a children‘n playroom and the third floor contains
a lecture room and three offices. . _ _

he park originally accomodated a children's playfield bandstand, swimming pocl, sunken
garden, and benches for seating, all surrounded by a curb wall and 1ron~fénce. Alter-
: ations included:

1921 - extension& to~childten ‘8- playfield by the d-lolition of bandstand -
and pergolas in the sunken music courts and gardens _ .
1927 - cofistruction of: mew conerete walks RS .
1931 repainting of buildings and rehabilitatian of natatorium, construction
- of dew park walks, installation of a new nkaters*floar 3 L
1936 general rehabilitation, sidewalks _ o
1937 baseball backstop and landscaping - Lo oL e
1938 horseshoe court construction, new concrete tennis courts
1939 swimming pool entrance, general rehabilitatiom = NP
1940 - 1981 general rehahilitation/naintenancn _— T
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. 8. Significance

Period ﬁms of Signlﬁcance-—check lnd justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric _X_ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ refigion
— 4001499 __ archeology-historic — conservation — law _ — sclence
— 1500~1599 ___ mgriculiure — SConomics _ —— lterature . —— sculplure
— 1600-1699 _X _ architecture — education © e military g—— ..
— 17001799 __art — engineering — music : humanitarian
—- 1800-1889 ____ commerce —— exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater
X 1900- ——.communications ___ Industry — poiitics/government  ___ transportation
. - ——invention L. —X_ other (specify)
h wf
ecreation

Specific dates 1972 - Bulider/Architect W, C. Zimmerman

Statement of Significance {in ons paragraph]

Pulaski Park Fieldhouse is significant as a fine example of recreation architecture,. and
as an example of community planning for open sgpace.

This park complex designed din 1912 by William Carbys Zimmerman was an outcome of the |
progressive movement., It.was preated out of legislation passed by the I11inois General
Assembly on 10 June 1909 entitled "An Act to Enable Park Commissioners to Issue

Bonds to Raise Funds for the Acquisition and Improvement of Small Parks and Pleasure
Grounds and to Prcrvide a Tax Paymnt for the Same. "1 ' _ :

Parks and,opan space in both urban and 1ndustrial areas were viewed by the West
Chicago Park Commissioners® ag sources of "...openess of the rural environment to the
cities' congested neighborhoods”, providing "...relief from the noise and bustle of
city life..."3 In April 1910, the commissioners voted to create as man z new small
parks as possible. Discussions, considering alternative park locations? took into
account population density, the number of children in the neighbofhood, and the ethnic
mix, The commission desired to establish these psrks in comnunitiea inhabited
predominantly by recent immigrants.s_ _

'~ On 7 Pebruary 1910, the West Chicago Parks Coamisainners selected a nuwber of park
sites including Pulaski which was then known as Park #5. Pulaski Park fulfilled the
criteria selection well. It was located in a predominantly Polish cowrmunity with- 1200
children in one of the most densely populated districts in. the city (1200 people. wetd
housed in ninety buildings on this 3.8 acre sgite. 36 ' The park was nanmed Pulaski after
- Casimir Pulaski, Polish gneeral who lost his 1%£e while aervins a8 8 Brigaﬁier—General
" at the Battle uf Savannah on 29 Decmber 1?18 e e g b o .

On November 8th of t.he following yea:, the park camiss:loners paased an,ordinance
calling for acquisition by condemnation. . Between February 24 and July 22, 1912,
the comiaaionern purchased 43 mll:es, tnvolving & condtion caseu, for the park

Prior to construction of the Pulaski Fieldhouse in 1912, two inéivi&uals, Ki:{mek and
Zagrzebski, filed suit in the Superior Court( Superior Court No. 296272 ) to prevent
construction. The. injgnction was refuaed and cmtruct:ton began cm Dacember 12 1912 and
was completed 4n 1914. r . . _ 3 _

Architecturally, thig building :I.s sign:l.ﬁcant ‘be:l.ng an exanple of the "Ch:lcago Type“ of
- recreatfon centers, - Tt was the largest of such facilities wliich offered year round
indoor and outdoor recreation, library, lectures, and social halls. These centers were
each to be unique in design; vet offer similar activities. For example: most of these
recreational facilities show Prairie style. fnfluences in snch elements as thelr strong

" horizontality and banded windows. However, two exceptions to this tyend ‘may: be noted

in both the Pulaski and Humbolt Park Fieldhouses, which employ tudor elements. ©Of .
these, Pualski Park is a stronger emple of tha Tudor atyle. --.=-.-Puhaki-:—'1’ltk I‘ip_ldhouse
offered many activit‘.l.u Mudins t ' ¥ -
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Offering the many services, Pulaski Park soon became a center fdr the Polish community in
the neighborhoad. . .

William Carbye Zimmerman

W. Carbys Zimmerman was licensed to practice architecture on September 24, 1897,

From 1905 until 1913, Zimmerman served as state suprevising architect, during which

he was responsible for the design of the Peoria State Hospital in Bartonville, the
I1linois Supreme Court Building in Springfield, and the Physics Building in Urbana. 1%
W. C. Zimmerman was Yﬁth the firm of Flanders and.Zinnm:man,_lnd-later,_21mngrman,

Saxe, and Zimmerman. His works were numerous and diverse, and included such _
residential, educational, commercial and Tecreational designs. These incliuded: the _
Illinois State Penitentiary in Jolfet: Advertising Building at 119 W. Madison, Chicago,
and the Inter Ocean Building at 57 W. Monroe, Chicsgo. - '

1. Proceedings of the Board of West Chicago Park Commissioners, Tuesday, February
2. The West Side Parks were created on April 26, 1869 pursusnt to an Act of Légisiature'
dated February 27, 1869 and in 1934 merged with Lincoln Park District, the North-

west Park District and the South Park District to form the Chicago Park Commission. .

3. A Centﬁry of Progregs, West Chicago Park.Gommisaipners, 193T,.p. 2.

4, Proceedings of the Board of West Chicago Park Commiasioners, November 29,-1910f
Pp. 6225-6227, . : : S . LT o

5. Ibid. | | .

é. Pulaski Park Summary, Hb;t Chicagu'rark.District.

7. Tbid. | N B

8. Ibid. _

9. West Chicago Park COmﬁisﬁioners, proceedingsiJanpéry 1?,-1913;:9..8312.

10. Recreation Cénteta, Pla?grounds;gnd-sﬁimming.rbolgiéf-gp@;ﬁ&@t.Chicago Park
Commissioners, Weat Park Board, 1319 p. I3. SRR AT

11, 1Ibid. pp. 4-79.

12, Biographical Dictionary'of &metican'Architéc:s'néce#sed.5 1956,"8.?;'Zimmgrman;
- William Carbys. o S o o L

13, Who Was Who in-nmcrica, Val. I,“S.'v. Zimmerman, Wiili&m.Cafhys;."-




" 9., Major Bibliographical Refefe_nces

(a_ee continuation sheet)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 3.8

Quadrangle name CHICAGO LoOP g A ~ Quadrangle scale {24 000
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List all stetes and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries o

state - : : .code county - code

state T code - county C code
11. FormPreparedBy
nametitle - « 3 Andrea Urba_s, Archif.ect_:ui:al. Cdordinator" " |

organization ..Department of Conserw;tion .- | date Hay 15, 1981

street & number 405 East Washington e mznnsz—a.%o

clty o town Springfield . i i . stste  Illinois 62706 -
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1. Biographical Dictionary of American Architects Deceased, 1956. -
- 2, A.Century of P:dgress. Chicago: 1937, West Chicago Park Commissloners.

3. Proceedings of the Board of the West Park Commissioners. Chicago: West
Chicago Park Commissloners. :

4. Pulaski Park Summary. Chicago: West Park Board.

5. Recreation Centers, Playgrounds and Swimming Pools of the West Chicago
Park Commissioners. Chicago, 1919,

6. Who Was Who in America, Vol. I.
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v ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

ILLINOIS
STATE - .

Date Entered UG f3_[§§]__

-Rosenwald Apartment Building : _ _— Chicaga'
D Couk County

i ‘Pulaski Park and Fi‘eldhous_e _ ' Chicago |

: Cook County

Also Notified

v _ ‘sHonorable Charles H. Percy

S -Aonorable Alan Dixon

- +Homorable Harold Washington -
“Hpnorable Dan Rostenkowski '

For ..furﬂ;er information, please call the National Ragister at (202)
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